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THE 200 MILE LIMIT -- ONE YEAR LATER 
ANNCR? 

ONE YEAR AGO (MARCH 1, 1977), THE UNITED STATES EXTENDED ITS 
FISHERIES ZONE FROM TWELVE TO TWO HUNDRED MILES OFF ITS COASTS. 
THE NEW LAW WAS INTENDED TO GIVE AMERICAN FISHERMEN FIRST 
PREFERENCE IN THE ZONE, LIMIT THE CATCH OF FOREIGN FISHING FLEETS 
AND ALLOW DIMINISHING FISH STOCKS TO BE REPLENISHED. VOA'S 
FRED COOPER HAS A LOOK AT THE TWO HUNDRED MILE LIMIT AFTER ITS 
FIRST YEAR OF OPERATION, 

VOICE: 

AMERICAN FISHERMEN HAD COMPLAINED FOR YEARS THAT FOREIGN 
FLEETS WERE OVERHARVESTING IN THE TRADITIONAL UNITED STATES 
FISHING GROUNDS, THEY ALSO SAID U-S BOATS COULD NOT COMPETE WITH 
THE MORE MODERN FOREIGN VESSELS FOR THE DIMINISHING SUPPLY OF 
FISH, THEREFORE THEY WERE PLEASED BY THE NEW LAW WHICH 
ESTABLISHED QUOTAS FOR FOREIGN FISHERMEN WITHIN THE U~S TWO 
HUNDRED MILE ZONE, 

IN THE PAST YEAR, THE QUOTAS HAVE HAD A DRAMATIC EFFECT. 
THE FOREIGN CATCH IN THE U-S ZONE IN NINETEEN SEVENTY-SEVEN WAS 
REDUCED TO ONE POINT SEVEN MILLION METRIC TONS, THAT'S THIRTY 
FIVE PERCENT SMALLER THAN A YEAR EARLIER. THE NUMBER OF FOREIGN 
FISHING VESSELS ALSO AVERAGED ABOUT ONE THIRD FEWER THAN IN 
NINETEEN SEVENTY~SIX, 

BUT ACCORDING TO DAVID GETCHELL, MANAGING EDITOR OF 
"NATIONAL FISHERMAN," A MAGAZINE FOR THE U-S FISHING INDUSTRY, 
AMERICAN FISHERMEN ARE “BASICALLY NOT VERY HAPPY" WITH THE NEW 
LAW. THE REASON -- THE TWO HUNDRED MILE LIMIT HAS ALSO BROUGHT 
NEW REGULATIONS FOR AMERICANS. 
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INDEED, AMERICAN FISHERMEN HAVE NOT GREATLY INCREASED THEIR 
CATCH SINCE THE NEW LAW WENT INTO EFFECT. THE NINETEEN SEVENTY- 
SEVEN U-S HARVEST WAS ONLY TWO POINT SIX MILLION TONS -- ABOUT 
THE SAME AS THE YEAR BEFORE. 

BUT THE GOVERNMENT AGENCY IN CHARGE OF ADMINISTERING THE 
TWO HUNDRED MILE LIMIT -- THE U-S NATIONAL MARINE FISHERY 
SERVICE -- IS NOT DISTURBED BY THE FISHERMEN'S COMPLAINTS, JERRY 
HILL, A FISHERY SERVICE SPOKESMAN, SAYS "IT IS A GOOD LAW AND IT 
IS WORKING." MISTER HILL ARGUES THAT ANY TIME THE GOVERNMENT 
TRIES TO REGULATE U-S FISHERMEN, THERE WILL BE SOME COMPLAINTS. 
HE SAYS OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS AN UPTURN IN THE AMERICAN FISHING 
INDUSTRY IS LIKELY, BUT THE NEW LAW "WAS NOT EXPECTED TO DO THIS 
OVERNIGHT," 

WHAT THE LAW OID DO OVERNIGHT, WAS PROVIDE A WHOLE NEW 
SET OF REGULATIONS FOR FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS TO FOLLOW, 
LAST SPRING, THERE WERE SCORES OF VIOLATIONS BY FOREIGN 
FISHERMEN. IN APRIL, TWO SOVIET VESSELS WERE SEIZED BY THE 
COAST GUARD OFF MASSACHUSETTS FOR BREAKING THE NEW LAW, BUT 
SINCE THEN, THERE'S BEEN A SHARP DROP IN VIOLATIONS += BOTH IN 
NUMBER AND SERIOUSNESS. 

TO CUSHION THE EFFECTS OF THE QUOTAS, SOME FOREIGN 
FISHING COMPANIES ARE ARRANGING TO BUY FISH DIRECTLY FROM 
AMERICAN VESSELS FOR PROCESSING AT SEA, THE NATIONAL MARINE 
FISHERY SERVICE PLANS TO ISSUE RULES TO GOVERN SUCH TRANSACTIONS 
WITHIN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. 

AS FOR U-S FISHERMAN, DAVID GETCHELL OF "NATIONAL FISHERMAN" 
MAGAZINE SAYS THAT DESPITE THEIR COMPLAINTS, THE NEW LAW IS 


"HAVING A GREAT EFFECT ON THE GENERAL FISHING INDUSTRY," 
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MANY GEAR SUPPLIERS AND BOAT-BUILDERS HAVE BEEN SWAMPED WITH NEW 
ORDERS. BANKS AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS HAVE SHOWN GREATER 
INTEREST IN ENDING MONEY TO FISHING COMPANIES THAN THEY HAVE 

IN MANY YEARS, BUT PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANTLY, MANY NEW YOUNG 
FACES CAN BE SEEN AT THE DOCKS -- A SURE SIGN OF FAITH IN THE 
FUTURE OF THE FISHING INDUSTRY. 
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